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CAEAR Coalition
10th Annual Partnership Awards Reception
Awardee
California State Senator Mark Leno
In 2008, Mark Leno was elected to the State Senate, representing California’s 
3rd Senate District encompassing all of Marin County, and parts of Sonoma and 
San Francisco Counties. Senator Leno chairs the Senate Budget and Fiscal 
Review Committee.
From 2002 to2008, Senator Leno served in the California State Assembly, repre-
senting the 13th District, which encompasses the eastern portion of San Francisco. 
Prior to his election to the Assembly, he served for four and a half years on the 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors. During his tenure in the Legislature, Senator 
Leno has fought for better schools and access to higher education, foster youth, a 
cleaner and sustainable environment, single-payer universal health care, improved 
transportation, renewable energy, safer streets, and equal rights for all Californians.
Senator Leno is the owner of Budget Signs, Inc., a small business he founded 
in 1978 and operated with his life partner, Douglas Jackson. Together, the two 
entrepreneurs steadily grew their sign business until Jackson passed away from 
complications relating to HIV/AIDS in 1990. This deep loss would not deter Leno. 
Instead, he redoubled his efforts in community service.
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CAEAR Coalition Members
Action AIDS, Philadelphia 
AID Gwinnett, Duluth, GA 
AIDS Service Center NYC 
Alameda County Public Health Department Office of AIDS Administration
Black Coalition on AIDS 
Boston Public Health Commission, HIV/AIDS Services Division 
Brooklyn AIDS Task Force 
Care Resource, Miami 
Chase-Brexton Health Services, Baltimore
Chicago Department of Public Health, Division of STD/HIV/AIDS
Chicago Area HIV Services Planning Council 
Connecticut AIDS Resource Coalition 
The CORE Center, Chicago 
Desert AIDS Project 
Family Centers Inc., Stamford CARES Program 
Fenway Health, Boston 
Grady Infectious Disease Program, Atlanta
Harlem United Community AIDS Center, New York 
Heartland Health Outreach, Chicago 
Hennepin County Human Services and Public Health Department, Minnesota
InterGroup Services, Inc., Baltimore 
L.A. Gay & Lesbian Center
Mazzoni Center, Philadelphia
Miami Beach Community Health Center
Metropolitan Atlanta HIV Health Services Planning Council
National Alliance for HIV Education and Workforce Development 
National Association of People with AIDS 
Newark Department of Health and Human Services 
NYC Department of Health & Mental Hygiene 
Paterson-Passaic County-Bergen County HIV Health Services Planning Council 
Philadelphia Department of Public Health 
Ryan White Foundation 
San Francisco AIDS Foundation
San Francisco Department of Public Health AIDS Office
San Francisco HIV Health Services Planning Council 
San Francisco HIV/AIDS Provider Network 
VillageCare

Affiliate Members
Bristol-Myers Squibb
OraSure Technologies, Inc.
Tibotec Therapeutics

Awardee
Ernest Hopkins
CAEAR Coalition Chair Ernest Hopkins is the Legislative Director for the San Fran-
cisco AIDS Foundation (SFAF) where he oversees the HIV funding, policy, and 
legislative activities at the federal, state, and local. Prior to joining SFAF in 1997, 
Ernest was Director of Health and Treatment at the National Association of People 
with AIDS (NAPWA) where he sought to educate communities nationally in the 
early days of combination antiretroviral therapy. 
A native Washingtonian, Ernest also has a long history in the city’s gay and lesbian 
community and HIV response. He is a co-founder of the Washington, DC Black 
Gay and Lesbian Pride Day and served as Chairperson to the Metropolitan Wash-
ington, DC Regional HIV Health Services Planning Council. 
In 1997, as a member of the African American Policy Workgroup, he worked 
closely with the House appropriators and the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) 
to establish the Minority HIV/AIDS Initiative and was awarded the CBC’s Health 
Brain Trust Community Service Award for his efforts. Ernest is a founder and cur-
rent Board Vice Chair of the National Black Gay Men’s Advocacy Coalition and a 
member of the HHS HIV Advisory Committee to the CDC and the Health Resourc-
es and Services Administration and the CDC’s Black MSM Media Workgroup. He 
also serves on the Board of the National AIDS Housing Coalition.  



Project Open Hand is proud to be one of the 
founders of the CAEAR Coalition and the  

San Francisco HIV/AIDS Provider Network (HAPN). 
 

thank you all
for the work you do to make  
the world a better place.

Fenway Health salutes the CAEAR Coalition  

and everyone being honored at tonight’s  

Annual Partnership Awards Reception.  

Like CAEAR, Fenway is dedicated to ensuring  

access to care, treatment and support services  

to everyone living with HIV/AIDS. To learn  

more, visit us online at www.fenwayhealth.org.

ansin building   1340 Boylston Street   Boston MA 02215   tel 617.267.0900   web fenwayhealth.org
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Awardee
Randy Allgaier
A longtime advocate for people living with HIV and LGBT equality, Randy was a 
member of CAEAR Coalition for seven years and served on our Board of Directors 
as the Chair of the People Living with HIV/AIDS Caucus since 2008. At the time 
of his death in November 2010, he was Director of the San Francisco HIV Health 
Services Planning Council, of which he had previously served as Co-chair. Earlier 
in his career, he was the state advocate for the San Francisco AIDS Foundation, 
where he took a leading role in building a statewide coalition that successfully 
advocated for significant increases for California’s AIDS Drug Assistance Program. 
He was also very active in the areas of HIV and Medicare/Medicaid and served on 
the Board of Directors of National Positive Working Coalition. In 2009, Mayor Gavin 
Newsom appointed him to the San Francisco Hepatitis C Task Force. As an animal 
lover, one of his proudest achievements was his service as President of the Board 
of Pets are Wonderful Support (PAWS) in San Francisco. He was also a founder of 
the state-wide LGBT advocacy organization Equality California and served on the 
Board of Directors of the Human Rights Campaign. To all of these endeavors he 
brought his signature passion, creativity, and diligence to the work at hand. 

Awardee
The Honorable Mike Honda
U.S. Congressman Michael Honda has represented the 15th Congres-
sional District of California in the U.S. House of Representatives for a 
decade.  In Congress, Rep. Honda is a member of the powerful House Ap-
propriations Committee, Chair of the Congressional Asian Pacific American 
Caucus, Co-chair of the Democratic Caucus’ New Media Working Group, 
House Democratic Senior Whip and the original author of the Equity and 
Excellence Commission now housed in the US Department of Education. 
Rep. Honda’s district includes Silicon Valley, the birthplace of technology 
innovation and now the country’s leading developer of green technology. 
Honda has dedicated his life to public service and is lauded for his work 
on education, civil rights, national service, immigration, transportation, the 
environment, and high-tech issues. Serving as a California State Assembly 
member, Santa Clara County Board Supervisor, San Jose Planning Commissioner, 
San Jose Unified School Board Member, Peace Corps Volunteer in El Salvador, 
and with over 30 years in education as a teacher, principal and school board mem-
ber, Rep. Honda’s commitment to serving the people of California’s 15th district is 
unwavering and unparalleled. 


